PARTNERSHIP REPORT
Church of the Holy Spirit, Carterville, IL 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Herrin, IL


The Church of the Holy Spirit in Carterville and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Herrin hold a shared history. Immaculate Conception parish in Carterville, founded  in 1878,  was the first Catholic parish in Williamson County. The parish continued until the Ku Klux Klan burned down the church in 1917.


In 1973, the official Catholic presence was reestablished in Carterville  with strong ties to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.  Since its re-inception, more than 40 years ago,  the Church of the Holy Spirit has not had the services a resident priest.  The pastor and associate priest of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel shared presidential duties at Sunday Eucharist from 1973 to 2000. In 2000, a Parish Life Coordinator was named for Church of the Holy Spirit and the associate pastor of Herrin was reassigned. The chaplain at Newman Center, Southern Illinois University, was named Sacramental Minister at Church of the Holy Spirit. This arrangement continued until July, 2014.


Now that the two parishes are partnered again, the threads of these two histories are woven together.

· We share the geographic region of Williamson County.
· We share a large Youth Ministry.
· We have just finished a joint spiritual journey and mission in which planning in the areas of liturgy, welcoming, hospitality, transportation, and publicity were shared between the parishes. Both parishes claim a healthy attendance at Mission 2014, “Gather the People”, held November 2 – 6.

· We have a joint commitment to the Diocese of Kasana Luweero in Uganda wherein:

            450 children are fed daily at their school.
            A dormitory for orphans has just been completed and dedicated.
            The bishop of Kasana Luweero recently visited our parishes to 

                 thank us for our participation.

· The two parishes have a joint scholarship program for children attending Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School.

· We share  information on all social and parish events.

· We share common support of the Austin Wade Foundation, named to honor a young parishioner from Church of the Holy Spirit who died of brain cancer.

Future Endeavors and Scheduling:

· If there is no priest to attend Church of the Holy Spirit, the scheduling will be changed so that the priest assigned to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, would celebrate a 9:30 am Mass each Sunday in Carterville.

· Holiday/holy day schedules will be designed so that parishioners from both parishes will have the opportunity to attend worship in either parish. 
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· Christmas of 2014 and Triduum of 2015 are scheduled.
· Christmas of 2015 and Triduum  of 2016 are in negotiation according to the availability of diocesan clergy.

· Pastoral Councils will meet yearly to dialogue and plan shared parish governance, especially for common liturgical and faith formation, educational and social opportunities, mission topics, administration, stewardship and fiduciary functions. 

· Both parishes continue to discern the possibility of ordination to the deaconate of those men called from our congregations to serve the Church.
          In the response given to us in the Pastoral Plan of the Diocese, it is   suggested that our partnership has “a seemingly insurmountable challenge” of having to deal with more parishioners than our buildings can handle. However, the parishes do not see this situation as insurmountable but see the growth and vitality of Catholicism in our area as an indication of God’s blessing on our region of the Diocese of Belleville. Both parishes are thriving and are grateful to  Bishop Braxton for challenging us to look at our parishes’ situations and leading us into renewal. In a diocese whose area is equivalent to that of the state of Connecticut, it is important that the Eucharist Presence continue in every area. Our partnered Eucharistic Community is committed to spreading the mission of Jesus to our brothers and sisters in Williamson County and beyond. 
Respectfully submitted,

Reverend Monsignor Kenneth J. Schaefer


Sister Carol Karnitsky, sscm

Pastor







Parish Life Coordinator

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel



            Church of the Holy Spirit.
